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The Women’s Debate Institute 

is now tuition free! Our robust 

community is dedicated to the 

education of young women. 

Each summer we host a debate 

institute for high school girls 

from around the country. Our 

four day camp increases the 

number of girls involved in 

debate, creates an environment 

that fosters community, and 

encourages young women to 

attend college. We believe in 

our program and never want 

cost to be a barrier to attend-

ance. Thus, the WDI is ex-

tremely excited to announce a 

new format for 2012– applica-

tions for admission and no 

tuition. Since its inception, any 

student interested in attending 

the WDI could register, pay 

the tuition, and attend the 

camp.  In order to improve the 

quality of instruction, we are 

adopting a different format for 

2012.  Students interested in 

attending the WDI will need to 

apply and all students selected 

will be invited to attend tui-

tion-free.  Students will be 

responsible for their own travel 

cost to and from camp alt-

hough scholarships to assist 

with the costs of travel are 

available for students with a 

demonstrated financial need. 

For application materials, more 

information, or to a donate 

student scholarship visit us at 
http://womensdebateinstitute.org/ 

 

 

Faculty Members Linda Collier  & 

Beth Mendenhall  scrapbook their 

names onto the WDI map  

Exciting New Changes at the WDI 

The WDI is about debate, but 
it's not just about the winning 
rounds and cutting cards part 
of debate.  It's about celebrat-
ing and cultivating in young 
women the traits that brought 
them to debate in the first 
place.  Debate gives you a 
voice.  It taught me to use that 
voice, and that it was okay to 
be a confident, opinionated, 
outspoken woman.  These are 
traits that I value in myself, 
and I'm lucky enough to have 

colleagues and friends who 
value those traits in me.  But 
every day, I go out into the 
world and encounter people 
who don't value these traits in 
women.  Those people think 
I'm overconfident and aggres-
sive and they believe that those 
traits are unbecoming in a 
woman.  Sometimes, these 
attitudes can be exhausting and 
discouraging.  When I am most 
discouraged, I think about the 
WDI.  At the WDI, being a 

confident, opinionated, out-
spoken woman is the norm, 
not the exception.   The young 
women who attend the camp 
are taught by example that they 
too can, and should, be confi-
dent, opinionated, and out-
spoken.  That makes those 
young women better debat-
ers.  More importantly, it 
shows those young women 
that there is a whole communi-
ty of amazing women who, like 
them, speak their minds.  
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In 2011, some of the most 
successful universities on the 
college debate circuit support-
ed the WDI by offering Uni-
versity Scholarships. Big thanks 
to UC-Berkeley, University of 
Missouri Kansas City, Wake 
Forest University, Kansas State 
University, University of Iowa 
and James Madison Universi-
ty!! Meet the 2011 scholars on 
our webpage at http://
womensdebateinsti-
tute.org/2011-wdi-scholars 
The mission of the WDI is to 
increase the number of women 

debating in high school and 
college but we cannot do that 
without connecting talented 
young women with college 
debate teams. Universities 
sponsor students and support 
the camp. These donations go 
directly to the meal and lodg-
ing costs of students only – not 
to overhead, not to staff, not 
to fundraising.  The WDI is a 
501(c)3 non-profit, and we are 
proud that 75% of our annual 
revenue comes from donations 
by individuals, universities, and 
foundations. 

Each university sponsor pro-
vides a student with an incredi-
ble debate experience, is recog-
nized in our promotion materi-
als, gets direct connections to 
motivated female debaters who 
would like to debate in college, 
and benefits from the on-going 
mission of the WDI – to in-
crease the diversity of the de-
bate community! 
 
For information about the 
University Scholars Program 
contact Sarah Glaser at  
sarahmglaser@gmail.com 

was an assistant coach for the 
debate team.  
 
Aside from being qualified, 
Cate’s words where moving. 
Her speech united the history 
of the US women’s movement 
and debate and motivated both 
students and staff.  
 

The 2011 keynote was deliv-
ered by Dr. Cate Palczewski. 
Cate is a Professor of Commu-
nication Studies and Affiliate 
Faculty in Women’s and Gen-
der Studies at the University of 
Northern Iowa, where she also 
served as the Director of De-
bate from 1994-2009. She re-
ceived her Ph.D. from North-
western University, where she 

We are pleased to announce 
that Cate has joined the WDI 
board and will be working to 
develop and enhance the learn-
ing objectives of our camp and 
to refine our curriculum.  

Top Universities Support the WDI 

Cate Palczewski joins the WDI Board of  Directors  

Dr. Cate Palczewski’s lec-

tures about Critical Race 

Feminism at WDI 2011 

Alessandra Torres (L) and 

Eddie Garza (R) 2011 

WDI Scholars 

proud to report that WDI stu-
dents made the US team!!  
Sonia Larbi will be represent-
ing the United States at the 

World 
Schools 
Debating 
Champion-
ship in 
South Afri-
ca.  
Two other 

WDI alumni, Catherine Cho 
and Miriam Pritchett, earned 
places on the developmental 
team and would be strong con-
tenders for the top team in the 
coming years. We look forward 
to next years tryouts at WDI 
2012. 
 
For more information about 
the World Debate team con-
tact Kate Shuster @ 

WDI Student Sonia Larbi makes the US Debate Team  

Longtime supporter of the 
WDI Kate Shuster selected our 
camp as one of only a few lo-
cations for the United States 
World Debating Team tryouts. 
The US National Debate 
Team, which competes in the 
World School Debating Cham-
pionships, is sponsored by the 
Claremont Colleges. While 
many girls tried out there were 
only a few openings and we are 

WDI student Sonia Larbi 

will represent the United 

State at the World 

Schools Debating 

Championship, Cape 

Town, South Africa, 

January 16-26, 2012  

Page 2 Our Community Quarter ly  Volume 1,  I ssue 1 

http://womensdebateinstitute.org/ 

http://womensdebateinstitute.org/2011-wdi-scholars
http://womensdebateinstitute.org/2011-wdi-scholars
http://womensdebateinstitute.org/2011-wdi-scholars
mailto:sarahmglasser@gmail.com
http://womensdebateinstitute.org/


Thoughts from the Fire Poker 

What Our Debaters Have to Say  

Board Member Rae Lynn 

Schwartz-DuPre returning 

from a paddle @ WDI 

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

Each summer at WDI I take over the role of fire 

poker. While others have built and put out the 

fire, I enjoy keeping it lit. For me, the camp fire 

is the best part of camp and keeping it burning 

reminds me of the important work organizations 

like the WDI do.  

For some girls this is the first time they have 

come close to a fire-both literally and metaphori-

cally. While it may not be their first s’more, it is 

often the first time they get to work one-on-one 

with faculty member who knows what it is like 

to be one of only a few women left when the 

smoke dies out at a tournament. It is often the 

first time women who pass each other in the in 

halls or argue in debates get to know each other 

as women just like themselves. It is often the 

first time that many of us faculty remember why 

it is we are willing to spend time away from our 

families for no pay. But most important, in my 

view, the camp fire is the sacred time where we 

get to thank one another for helping us ignite 

the fire within ourselves. As the camp communi-

ty stands around the fire I am proud to do my 

small part to keep it lit– as so many strong wom-

en did before and will continue to do after me.  

Please contact me with news for our next news-

letter. raelynn.schwartz-dupre@wwu.edu  

  

fields where they are often under-
represented.   
 
It is programs like this that encourage me to 
strive to be the best debater and best human 
being I can be.  As an urban minority stu-
dent, debating nationally has been a strug-
gle.  I have always felt at a disadvantage be-
cause I didn’t have the advantages that other 
nationally competitive teams have.  My Ur-
ban Debate League and WDI have attempted 
to eliminate that barrier.  I have come to 
terms that no, I may not have an expensive 
laptop, I may not have the best clothes or the 
best coach, but I have my mind – a mind 
capable of changing the world.” 

Each year we ask the students at WDI to take a 
moment and reflect on their experience. And, 
each year we are amazed by what we read. We 
send these reflections to our donors so that they 
understand what their contribution to the WDI 
means. You can find many of these reflections 
on our web site @ http://
womensdebateinstitute.org/donorthankyou.  
 
I pasted one below that I found very inspiring: 
 
“Thank you for making the opportunity for girls 
like me to attend WDI.  WDI has been my first 
debate camp.  Though I’ve been debating policy 
for 2 years, there is still much to learn to im-
prove.  I want to go into public policy, a field 
that I know is dominantly male and white.  WDI 
has assured me that a lady can be successful in 

 

“I may not have the best 

clothes or the best coach, 

but I have a mind—a 

mind capable of changing 

the world” 
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The Women’s Debate Institute is a non-profit organization that 

unites a robust community dedicated to the education of young wom-

en. Each summer we host a free debate institute for high school girls 

from around the country. Our four day camp increases the number 

of girls involved in debate, creates an environment that fosters com-

munity, and encourages young women to attend college.  

Women’s Debate Institute 

3379 22nd Street 

San Francisco, CA 94110  

http://womensdebateinstitute.org/ 

Join us this Summer —August 4-8, 2012 

E-mail: womensdebateinstitute@gmail.com  

 

 

Sisterhood is Vocal—Speak Out ! 

Women’s  Debate Inst i tute  
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